
THE CARD-PLAYERS KORTSPILT,ERNE

By Johan Galtung

THEME: there are several  themes. But the basic theme is the
vic ious c i rc le that  seems to direct  our (humankind's)  pol ic ies in
connect ion wi th East and West,  armament/disarmament,  peace/war.
What I  am basical ly concerned with is the relat ion between a
.superpower,  the government in a sma11, c l ient  country in Western
Europe (not necessar iLy Norway -  rather a mix of  them) and the
r r r ronn I  orr  mo:n inn nnl_ na/-aqq: r  i  I  r . r  tho r- ta l - -^ marzamnn1- hrr t  nannl  apsuPlc t  l t tcdl l r r19 l lvL rrcuEJJu! arJ urre ycoug l t tuvcl t lc t tL,  uuL }JsvPrs

conscious enough to have some doubts abouL whaL happens. Actual ly,
qi nr-o nra- i  qel  r r  r inrrht  i  e 6rni  na Fn l^.n 
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that  the system has i ts own logic and goes on in spi te of  doubts),
"people" should include di f ferent types of  persons. To be avoided
worr l  c l  he 
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hr iohfesf .  th^ ^+f- i^ ] -+\  ?re :cra. insf  fhe t tsvslemtt  and the badurfvr tLUJL, Lrtg DLrotv l rL/  o!s oYqLrrJu Lr lu JyJL9rr l

nannla / f l - ra ^ l r rmhesf _ the r-rooks- fhe corrr inf  )  are in faVOf.  A\  ur lu vurrrvur L r  r  erre uv!  !  u lJ L /

certain bias in favor of  women and chi ldren should be there,
however people who see the total i ty,  wi th a hol ist ic approach
as opposed to the narrowness of  the "Mannerspiele,  "  Missi le-
r -orrnf  i  nr^r  Thorz ask t  he ooocl  cnrosl  ions -  f  h^ '  t  L^ ^"sLem and theuvul lLf  l l9,  I  r lEy qDN ut lL yvvu YUcJL r  vr lJ/  u l lCy JUU Ll tE )y

vic ious c i rc le better than others -  in my exper ience.

The basic theory,  f rom a social-  science point  of  v iew, is spel t
out  in the two papers "US Foreign Pol icy as Manifest  Theology" and
"The Cold War as Aut ism. "  There is a covenant,  a pact
-  between God and the superpower as Chosen People
- between the superpower and the cl ient  government, '  leader-
fo l lower
- between cl ient  government and people -  don' t  rock the boat.
Th i  e airroq rre f  nrrr  m: i r , r  . r r . f r rnq r- t {  : r - f  nrq :nr i  I  mi chf  I  i  l ra t . )
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easy, but essent ia l  to capture the nature of  the US. I  would also
l ike to j -nclude the other s ide,  the Soviet  Unj-on as chosen by
Historv,  and t .he mirror rmages of  each other.  The names US and SU
should be avoided, though instead I  could imagine Big Brother and
Bolshoi  Brat '  .  And for the c l ient  countr ies names l ike Li t t l -e
Brother and Mafenki j  Brat '  might be used. A meet ing in NATO, then,
becomes a meet ing between BB and LB1, LB2, LB3 and so on -  there
are some ideas about how such meet inqs can be portraved.

The t i t le of  the play,  The Card-Plavers,  would der ive f rom a very
simple idea: Lhe governments,  the BB-LB al  I  iance, playing cards
wit .h the rest  of  us.  The cal lousness, the wi l l ingness to sacr i f ice
the whol e nnnr l f  at ion in the name oI Some ahst racf  nr i  nr- i  n l  e -  wnir ' ]  c i
be one basic point  -  buL by no means the only one.

The act ion would unfold along the usual  cycle f rom post Second
WorId War history:  a new type of  weapon is invented, i t  is
launched as a /modernizat ion, /bargaining piece/way of  get t ing the
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. iut  of  control , '  LB goi /ernments are caught in the middle between
their  own people and the J-oyal ty to Big Brother, 'one way out is Lo
ca Ll  a disarmament conference which ,  of  course, col lapses; the
next way out is to cal l  a summiL meel ing (Geneva, Reykjavik)  which
a lso r-nl  l :nqes and in Lhe meant ime a St i  1 I  worsF wp^nr ln is,  l ra innvuarrY

invented. The circular i ty of  Lhis whole process woul-d be a major
m6qq^arA fho nl .arz eh6rr l r - l  enA av:nt  I  r r  
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level  so that  the v iewers themselves can sense precisely how the
next round would unfold.

l ' -nnnrei-  a l  r r  T r . ,nrr l  r ' i  c t rnnaqf t ts i  nO Sl-ar Waf S and SOme Of ther  vuuf ] /  r

mater ia l  f rom Wil l iam Broad's excel lent  book The Star Warr i -ors and
some of the mater ia l  about how and why t f r is  wff is a
defensive weapon, SDT - and how gul l ib le the peace movement is in
accept ing discussing the issue on these terms. The wi l l ingness to
oi r re rrn nrrr : l  e:r  wFAr.rr lns der ives f  rom f  avi  nn invenl  ed someth inclut/

"better."  But wi th in that  somethinq there are st i l l  new svstems
ccming--- .

I  would then introduce al l  k inds of  compl icat ions,  to make this
more l ike the real  wor ld,  wi thout losing sight of  the c lear
structure and orocess as out l ined above.

Thus, I  would l ike to have Lhe Japanese spying on bolh,  do-Lng Lhat
\ /er \ /  wel  I  I  r rz i  n l^r  f  o eol  I  not  SO mUCh the reCOrdi  nos as f  he

,  wL vrrrY

(miniatur ized) machines. To both,  of  course.

I  would l ike to have a government spy in the peace movement
meef jno- and a (ser:ret)  memher of  fhe +- aS cabinelI t tssL! l lV,  q l lu 
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member.  The viewers would see this when the same people suddenly
appear in di f ferent contexts ( I r is  Murdoch).

A love af fa i r  between a leading peacenik and a top hawk could
belong/ onl \ i  care lest  i t  becomes too vulgar.  There are real  wor ld
cases. f  would use i t  to see the hawk soften/ not the dove harden,
however onlv that  the process nonetheless cont inues.

The maf ia element (Chr ist ic TnsI i tuLe report)  should be there,  not
to leave the impression Lhat top foreign po1 icy is according to
const i tut ional  ru les.
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cl ients of  thej  rs,  wibh
r nferesf  j  no a lso because i t
or  uoo/Hrsrory.
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of despair  faced wlth these run-away
their  sel f - r ighteous texts could be
of f  ers a way out:  the re ' interpretat ion

I 'he highJy sexist  and sexual  language of  the pol icy-makers,  dS
descr ibed by Carol  Cohn in her paper,  should certainly be used
not so much to make the play more entertaining as to show how
f t -^A^ ^^^^l^ Frrr  J-a\  r r ;n i r l  r rnr lerql- :ndinrr  1, ,k-+ +]-^. ,  dninn cro: furrcJv yuuyf,E Lry LU Qvuru urrusf  DLqrrutrrv wl toL Ll tgy oLc uvlrry.  uLUou

care should be taken to avoid that  at tent ion is taken awav from
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Synchrony: i f  rotat ion of  stage is impossible,  then spot i iqht  on
the group actors,  knowing that the other groups are a few feet
awdy. Some actors should be seen sneaking from one group to the
or-her.

I f  mi nht he ' i  ntereqt i  no to, . . .Y, ,vuul l lY

persons say a couple of  words
F-.nnl  i  qh) Rrrqqi :n .T:n:noqa
" '^Y -
( t ranslat ion in the program).

set a certain tone by havi  ng key
in their  own languaqe. American (not

maybe also a role for  the Chinese
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rather she suddeniy stands up, sees the play f rom the outside and
tr ies to break i ts logic,  protests.  We might also have a group of
actors storming the scene, want ing to take over one or more of  the
orour ls and cl i  rect  the course of  act ion awa\/  f rnm fha unavoidable."""1
'Tharz nnr. l  r l  t -  l - ran l^ 'a 
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actors.

Publ ic part ic ipat ion in the play i tsel f ,  or  invi t ing them to make
a di  f ferent,  more "happy" ending?

We could suddenly have some texts f lash across the stage, l ike in
the marvelous movie A Room With a View. Or,  e lse,  the El izabethan
clown, wi th a dunce cdp, who in a pedant ic manner "explains,  "  wi th
under-  and overstatements,  yet  a lso makes more clear what happens.
In other words,  some of the Pirandel lo Lr icks,  the double,  t r ip le
level  of  the p1ay.

There should be paral le l ism between East and West,  but  not total
ihat  would be unreaf ist lc.  And the message should not be that al l
Lhe processes are aut ist ic,  there is also something real  in the
East West conf l ic t .

important to show that even i f  they want to break out of  the
vic ious c i rc le they are unable to do so, the system is s imply too
strong for them.

Show how they want to be strong, to be in control ,  the macho rofe
in al l  of  th is,  the facial  expresslons, how there is tenderness
underneath -  but  the role distorts them - the co-opted peacenick.

Include in

ALL EVENTS
THAN OTHERS

some way or the other the Bible and the

ARE FICTITIOUS, BUT SOME EVENTS ARE
POINTS TO BE USED, EXAMPLES:

cake/ key.

MORE FICTITIOUS

STAR WARS; not
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Shevardnadze's points about STAR PEACE, not
nol i  I  i  r -s of  qt  renof h _ hrr f  q+ ran^f  h nf  ^^ l  i1, iCS.Ju!vl lYLr l 'Ju!Ul IYLtIyvr

t /an der Stoehl 's interview in Den Volkskrant q.)mo \ /a:  rq



the NATO meet ing.  BB foreign minister comes, hands out a document,
there is almost no discussion, nobody dares,  "who do you think you

I t  
- r^^ +he ferm.i  nnloorz of  fhe RR €^-a. i^-  * in ister is soal ct  aIJU Lt lc Lgl lL lJ l tvrvYy v!  L l lu DD LVI s rYl t  l l l  I  l l  i

dif f lcul t .

The 1b foreign minister who is making himsel f  heard in the
presence of  BB, but in pract ice only asks "can we hurry up the
meet ing,  f ly  p lane is leaving" -  and yet boasts at  home about what
happened (1ots of  cases l ike that) .

The peace movemenL person who makes dea1s, "sof ten your proIest
:nr ]  f  hora mi nh]_ ha 
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The deals across the East-West div ide,  at  Big levef and l i t t le
level ,  how they go back home and boast of  th ings that never
happened, the cof i rmon interesL along Lhe card-players of  the two
camps.

The peacenik in the lb government who spel ls out what the
deployment of  missi les elc.  means, in Lhe cabinet meel ing,  but is
nrrorrrr lor- i  l - r r r  r - |  ietr i r ' f  ncr l i t i r -q rrnpmnlorrment for-hnolncrrz,  foel inoVvsLlulsu vI  u lJu u!uu, ,  uvvrrr tv lvYl  I

af being in wi th BB, etc.  And Lhen Lhe vote,  "OK, f  assume we al l
agree s5s- l r - - - .  "  "  f  t i l f  e l le av en kr ig betyr dette s l -ut ten pa
- l  
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that  Lype into the government.  He is suddenly revealed -  and then
says this,  what is the di f ference? We had the Germans, you have
BB?

GeL in some "exper ls"  to show how co-opted they are,  and how
l i t t le they have to of fer  re lat ive to common sense to the woman
and the Chi ld.


